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NURSE-TO-PATIENT RATIOS 
579. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the government’s insulting eleventh hour offer to possibly introduce nurse-to-patient ratios in 2025 after 
the next state election if enough staff can be found. Why is the government playing political games with patient 
care when we are in the middle of a health crisis and WA has gone from having the best paid nurses in the country 
to some of the worst paid in the country? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
As usual, not a single statement that the member for Vasse has stood and iterated in this place is true. Not a single 
one of those statements was true. That is the hallmark of how she operates. The reality is that we are bargaining with 
our nurses at the moment, as we are across the public sector and across the health system. Part of the bargaining 
process is providing an offer and discussing that offer. As the member knows, the Australian Nursing Federation 
is one of the biggest unions in the state and it has been in the middle of its own union election. That is an important 
process for those members to undertake without any kind of interference or influence from outside parties. That 
ballot closed on Monday morning. I had a meeting scheduled with the ANF at 2.30 pm to present, walk through 
and discuss the offer and have the opportunity to take feedback on that offer, but the ANF cancelled that meeting. 
I am keen to talk to the ANF. The government is genuine in its commitment to introduce ratios. The ANF has outlined 
that it does not need a fully formed policy. It just wants a commitment to introduce ratios, and that is exactly what 
we gave it. I urge the ANF to come back to the table. The best outcome for its members and nurses will be struck 
at the bargaining table, not by industrial action. 
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